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s our opinion that through historical demography we cannot only reach
knowledge of living conditions of females in the past, from the
ern to the contemporary period, but also dig deeper into the
of the family. Databases prepared originally for demographical
are open to systematic improvement by following individual life
in the genealogical chain, and by combining sources containing
pgical or cultural information. Good quality sources are available
ing the nineteenth century, allowing us a thorough analysis of fam-
duction, conditions of female well-being and access to marriage,
life and reproduction.
0 Island, in the Azores archipelago, is where we have created rich
d databases and accomplished a systematic linkage of different
ative sources, completed with a collection of orally transmitted
ries. Our first results revealed high levels of child survival on the
and high longevity of the population (Amorim 1992; Mesquita
Santos 2004; Amorim 2005). This phenomenon of low mortality,
at we assume to be a major well-being indicator, clearly reveals the
men's important role in the familial economy. Indeed, within these
: rural communities, the parting of women from agricultural work
llowed a greater dedication to the members of the domestic household
and, frequently, the development of small craft industries which added to
the families’ income.

The aim of the present study is to analyse differential strategies for
hiological and social reproduction in different communities of Pico Island,
sing the incidence of geographical endogamy — in relation to female



144 Norberta Amorim and Carlota Sany,, ge Strategies in Azorean Communities of Pico 145

well-being —, models of spouse selection and the evolution of the

age at first marriage, considering the different social strata and the parti,,_
lar context of male emigration and socio-economic changes during the
nineteenth century. Regional differences will be stressed.

F;gare d: Map of the Azores archlpelugo

Ecological Characteristics of Pico Island

The Azores islands (Figure 1), uninhabited when discovered by Porfy.
guese navigators in the fifteenth century, occupy a total area of 2,344 km'.
The archipelago, formed by nine islands of volcanic origin, is situated in
the Atlantic Ocean some 1,500 km from the European mainland, with an
orientation SE-NW with a spread of 600 km." Pico is part of the central
group of islands (Terceira, Graciosa, S. Jorge, Pico and Faial), where Pico.
and Faial are only 6 km apart from each other.
The Pico Island, with a surface area of 433 Km® and 14,806 inhabitants
nowadays (Instituto Nacional de Estatistica 2001), had more than 30,000
inhabitants in the beginning of the nineteenth century. Pico is a recent
island, dominated by a mountain elevated 2,351 metres above sea level.
The population, conditioned by the complex orography, was established in
the lower parts of the littoral where the best lands for fruit and vegetable:
cultivation are situated. The highlands were occupied by pastures of over
800 metres in altitude, and by woods where some native botanic species.
of Azores proliferate. The need to overcome the agricultural limitations
has favoured maritime activities, by stimulating the fishing and, from the.
19th century on, the whale industry.
The soil is poor for cereal crops, especially in the western regiof
which is basically occupied by the municipality of Madalena. The mild
climate and the soil characteristics create favourable conditions for M
development of viticulture assuring the exportation of a high quality Wi
to Northern Europe, Russia, the United States of America and Brazil.

lm archipelago is defined in three geographical groups of islands: the
oup (S, Miguel and Santa Maria): the Central group (Terceira, Graciosa,

1 The spread of 600 km has the following coordinates: Santa Maria, (36° 55" 43" N+ 2 Y
46" 15" WG); Corvo (39°43" 23" N; 31° 16 24" WQ).
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From 1853 on, the wine production of Pico was ?r:;;:ﬂ:yﬁzc;d&z

lague of oidium which devastated a great part 0 R o
e Macedo 1981) and led to the emptying of fie ds an me
o : f a significant sector of the population whu:.h was connected to
mshl:n‘entlo : for::luctiun. such as craftsmen, respon.smlc for tk.le ['Jrod'uc.
ti'lﬂ b i:n:it'.iﬂ of casks, or fishermen, responm!:lc foF sh:pplngl.md
o 'ﬁ%zmis critical conjuncture has reflected itself in a n(?tonou;
:::til;ration Iof men in active ag;,d’ ;Jroducmg unbalanced sex ratios an

i ion (Santos 2004).

POP]\:]LT?;::;’;C:; l;rneiently three muuicipalittihes. Maﬁﬁzgz 15111:.30?:;:::1

jes’ ic database that inc unici-
La]_&f? (Eﬁoit) .c:ncﬁirg:dg,r:lpl:wing future analysis of the \:«fhol,: 1fnsu|ar
Pah_tiﬁs 1SAt the moment, we have systematized demographical in orms!;_
i fi civil parishes and for Lajes, S. Jodo, S. Mateus/S.
s Ourtthe::n region), Madalena, Candeldria, Criagao Velha (western
Cm?tanﬂ (s::l}uSamo Afnlnro.(northem region); we have alrealady cro_ssled tl':
F;?o:mmaa?m extracted from fiscal sources and censuses with sociologic

inft:;';l:i;t present study, we intend t0 analyse the strategies for biologi-
1 -

iti ing the 19th cen-
i ion of different communities during the |
. an:dsoq;l rzﬁg::-mytical perspective, we address the l[lCtl'dl’.‘:l(::l;f
t;gérapm indaga.my and the evolution of the mean age at [irs

i i , in these societies
riage, considering the different social strata. Indeed a

of

i ion process of
where a subsistence economy predominated, the selecn]:: e;; ol
pouse was strongly conditioned by the need to ensure the en e
itarian i tan
:he means of subsistence that the system of egalitarian inheri

i iage re:
to fragment over the generations. Besndes,‘thc mean aged::i r:‘:)ar;
flects personal strategies of temporary emigration, inten:

i 1d that cO!
economical conditions for the construction of a new househo
enable continuation of the social status.

cleus
i j ith a defined urban nu ;.
In a more complex community, Lajes, Wi yx pmceedcd 03

in the majort

i i ish population,
rresponding to one third <?f the pari : _
(s::atistil::[;l analysis of biological and social reproduction

nandel
Ba

i lena, "

Nowadays, the municipali ises the parishes ofMada_ S
nicipality of Madalena comprises . ‘ f

g ras Cri:gss‘n :(eltl:a Candel4ria, S. Mateus and S, Caetano. The munic P l‘) o a0

i , Santo An
Roque comprises the parishes of S. Roque, Pr_mnha. Sant.oh)::-n:frt en.S. s
S:Ela Luzia. The municipality of Lajes comprises the paris
ras, Calheta de Nesquim, Piedade and Ribeirinha
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ups (farmers, rural workers, fishermen and craftsmen). We reserved for
e studies the minority groups (property owners and the urban nobles)

lencing the adopted strategies not only for the preservation of the eco-
ic level or social status, but also for its valorisation.

U

vidual and Family Sources for Longitudinal Analysis

ic sources used in this study were the births, marriages and deaths
ded in parish registers, organised and analysed by applying the
odology of “parish reconstitution” (Amorim 1991). For further
jative linkage of information we were lucky to also collect the fol-

g available sources.

de confessados (status animarum) were annual gatherings of
on about the population that was obli ged to respect some parish
Made by the parish priest, these lists aimed to supervise the
of the ecclesiastical rules. Since the end of the 1860s or in the
g of the next decade, all the inhabitants of each parish were

ding minors, turning this source into a proper population cen-

ort records were kept since 1859 with reference to the parish
name, age, profession, as well as height, eye or hair colour and
ular characteristics.
he early years of the 1880s, the property records of several par-
island were registered. For each of them, the following aspects
dentified: property owner’s name, rustic or urban property parcels,
{measured in ares and bracas), crop type, collectable income (in
T the calculation of the predial contribution.
OUr Tesearch project, all individual and family information from
'__l-«' Wwas systematically gathered and linked to a map of each plot
S€." All registered property owners were identified by name, ad-

*Pacos Urbanos e Rurais. Micro-andlise dos comportamentos demogrificos,

"U€S geogrifica e social e dinimicas culturais (séculos XVI a XX)", Fundagio

" MiEncia ea Tecnologia, Lisbon. See research programs of the Niicleo de Estudos
#6480 e Sociedade/Neps, 1.C.S., Universidade do Minho.
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dress, size and number of property they owned, as mentioned, making j
possible to establish connection between families and land propery
owned, as well as to evaluate their economical resources.

d) Population rolls were organized by households. 'I‘hey fefeﬂed to
1836 (for the Lajes municipality) and to 1838 (for the: rlnumcu':a}mes. of
Madalena and S. Roque). They were elaborated for civil a_dmlmstratwe
reasons, specifying professions of male household heads, while the femgaje
work was generally omitted. In the case of the 1836 census, households
were classified according to two categories, property owners anc} non
property owners. We learn how these hnuseholdt?rs made a living:
whether they lived exclusively out of their property income or frme any
kind of wage paid by the State (except militmy salary). It_ is mentioned if
they made their living exclusively out of their work, or if tt‘ley added o
their work some other income or salary. The beggars, which could be
fixed or ambulant beggars, were also identified.

Data Linkage and Research Method for Reconstructing
Marriage Strategies

The specificity of the available sources to be linked with demographic
data conditioned the type of possible analysis for each one of the commu-

nities under study. We decided to maximize the exploitation of the respec-

tive sources.

For the parishes of Madalena, Criagdo Velha and' Candeldria, :
crossed the information from the 1838 population rolls with the respect!

demographic databases, in order to proceed to the analysis of differen

behaviours within those populations. In the absence of Speciﬁc.rcfere:(;‘:
to female work as a source of family income, family behaviours W=

K i :uan that it
analysed according to the profession of the household head. Gwené3 '

and its

was difficult to know exactly the standard of living of a family. th
tioned profession was taken mainly as an indicator of soc:al_ste_uus
belonging to some structural group with distinctive characteristics.

For S. Jodo, Santo Amaro and Lajes we created databases, as sys::“'.
atic as possible, including all reconstructed life courses of inhabitan
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883, when property records were gathered in those villages, so that all
owners were well identified, be it of rural or urban real estate.

3y studying réis de confessados and property records, each house was
in the proper place, site or street. All members of each family
ntified and, in the case of a procreating family, we included the
who were later born in the parish. We tried to find the affiliation
ch individual, his date of birth, eventually his date of marriage or
, if that was the case, the exact or approximate date of exit from
d. We also tried, for the heads of each residential unit, to find the
of first degree relatives, parents or siblings, if still living. For
owner, we created a file with the respective properties, rural
tban, referring to site, area, crop type, type of house and collectable

he case of S. Caetano (that integrated the parish of S. Mateus until
inhabitants were listed in 1861, but the fact that the property re-
s were not from the same year did not allow us to establish a system-
onnection between each family and property.

complex orography of Pico Island and its isolation — until very re-
imes (Rocha 1991) — strongly limited spouse selection not only to
arish’s area but even to the place of residence. Economic and socio-
factors contributed simultaneously to the intensification of this
- In fact, the structure of small property owning itself stimulated
ximity and created solidarity ties between rural workers that
ied small parcels of land they cultivated to guarantee the living of the
advising the concentration of property via marriage and avoiding
ive division, induced by a system of egalitarian inheritance.
NKs to rich information resulting from the linkage process between

ve demographic databases and lists of the inhabitants and prop-
» We proceeded to the analysis of the levels of geographical
my and average age at first marriage observed throughout the 19th
I the western, northern and southern regions, noting existing
ilions between different occupational groups.
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Western Pico’s Model of Spouse Selection

We found rather high rates of exogamous marriages in Criagdo Velhg
where one groom out of five was an outsider (Table 1). By contrast, Cap.
deldria stands out with the highest percentage of endogamous marriages i
any of the analysed periods (79.5 percent for the period 1800-1849 apq
83.2 percent for 1850-1899). This difference reflects geographical prox.
imity and kinship relationships that were established by the families of
Madalena throughout the nineteenth century with families of another par.
ish (Santos 2004), explaining 21 percent of mixed marriages involving
mainly men from Madalena and women from Criagdo Velha. But in all
parishes belonging to the western region of Pico Island, some family rela-
tionships were also established with nearby Faial Island: these relation-
ships were easy to entertain and they enlarged their horizons.
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ough the marriage market of the individuals living in the first half of
century can be globally defined by a strong endogamy and by the
marital mobility of females, we see a clear difference between the
yunding area of the Madalena port, easily connected to the city of
ta in Faial and other islands, contacts which stimulated marriage pro-

with individuals that were bom outside, and the geographically more
nt rural areas of Pico.

2. Origin of outsider spouses in exogamous unions, western
of Pico Island, Azores (1800-1899). Percentages

Table 1. Endogamous and exogamous unions, western parishes of Pico
Island, Azores, all marriages, by periods (1800-1899). Percentages

), } Madalena Criagdo Velha Candeldria
rigin of outsider spouse % % %

ico (S Roque and Lajes) 549 64.7 373
Faial 26.5 216 49.1
Other Azorean islands 119 98 10.2
~ Other countries 6.7 39 34
100 100 100
__ Pico and Faial 81.4 86.3 86.4

st Madalena, Criacdo Velha and Candeldria, data sets.

it 2 3 Total Endu(:‘gisr;sous Exogamous unions
ot Nurfbﬂ t‘r::\dllhe cxo;a:'lnous fomale  ~malc bmdtn
i i 1 ulsi
marriage iages parish Hnions outsider outsider o
% % Y% % %o
Madalena
1800- b
754 24.6 9.1 13.8 1
1849 783 5
1850~ 9.0 14.9 51
1899 569 71.0 29.0
Criagdo Velha
g 6 66 209 2l
1849 331 70.4 29,
- 0 63 219 23
1899 256 69.5 30.5
Candeldria
1 a2 139 24
1849 737 79.5 20.5 0
1850~ 2.
.8 5.8 2.0
1899 446 83.2 16

Sources: Madalena, Criagio Velha and Candeldria data sets (3122 marriages).

analysing in detail all exogamous unions during the 19th cen-
n one of the spouses was not born in the parish or municipality)
been celebrated in each of the three western parishes, we notice
elationship with Faial Island was anyway relatively intense in
in 49.1 percent of the cases, whereas Madalena was preferen-
towards other islands of the Azores archipelago or towards
localities of the continent, Brazil or the USA (Table 2).
ut the nineteenth century, the variety of occupations was quite
th a vast majority of farmers, rural workers and fishermen de-
the population roles of 1838. Big property owners and public
 Were concentrated at the administrative centre.

y rates were higher and more stable among the farmers and
s, reaching already 88.8 percent in the first half of the cen-
among property owners. The fishermen group approached those
the first period, falling significantly behind during the second
9th century (Table 3).
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T
Table 3. Endogamous and exogamous unions, western parishes.of Pico
Island, Azores, marriages by socio-professional groups and periods
(1800-1899). Percentages

h sense to speak of S. Caetano, S. Jodo or Santo Amaro as undivided
(Amorim 2004; 2005; 2006)). In each of these parishes, we can
ly distinguish two communities with different spaces, strong identi-
nd sense-of-belonging symbols. In S. Caetano, there is the Prainha

Endogamous Exogamous tnions R er and the Terra do Pdo quarter; in S. Jodo, Companhia de Cima and
Periods Total unions yanhia de Baixo; in Santo Amaro, Terra Alta and Faja.
of Hwhee bath o female  male both aluate how frequently individuals chose a spouse from the same
: of fromthe  eX0BAMOUS o\ Gder  outsider  outside . cr : .
marriage inges parish Unions T ¢ adopted specific criteria to be applied to these three parishes. For
% % % % % nventoried individual, married or widowed, the place of residence of
Fi Rural workers . . ; R
{',{3'5;'7§4g"' pires 28.3 1.2 s4 54 04 degree consanguine kin (parents or brothers, if rf:sxde'nts) was
1850-1899 700 38.0 12.0 4.5 6.7 0.6 . If the parents, or at least one of them, were still alive, their
Fishermen residence was taken as the individual’s origin,
1800-1849 90 G 22 e oyl vy cases where we identified three or more siblings of an individual
C}mﬂ” 170 1 : ; ' - sed parents, the place where most of them lived was considered
18001849 70 72.8 272 29 214 29 origin of the family. In cases where two siblings residing in a
1850-1899 116 69.0 310 6.0 23 L7 ent place from the individual were identified, the place where those
Pro) | OWRETS & . ) .
{’ 8551?849 56 64.3 157 10.7 19.6 5.4 lived was ‘consu:lere.d to bc the origin of the family. In th.e case of
18501899 86 65.1 4.9 8.1 14.0 12.8 gs residing each in a different place, the place of residence of

ed individual was considered as the origin place of the family.
other cases of individuals born in the parish were considered as
place information, locating them in the parish. When it was not
to clarify the residence of first degree relatives, but their dates of
: known, we located the individual in the parish.
ing to these criteria, S. Caetano had a very strong parish endog-
n the mid-nineteenth century (Table 4), with 95 percent of the men
ercent of the women — married or widowed and deceased spouses
n the same space. Few outsider men were found: ten we suppose
] S. Mateus, one from S. Jodo, two from Candeléria, one from
one from Bandeiras and one from S. Jorge, adding one of un-
gin. However, it is worth noticing that S. Caetano was declared
utonomous parish from S. Mateus only in 1886. Concerning
there are fourteen that we suppose to be from S. Mateus, six from
» One from Lajes and two of unknown origin.

Sources: Madalena, Criagio Velha and Candeldria data sets (1717 marriages).
Notes: Marriages where occupation is known.

Whereas the craftsmen’s sector occupied an intermediate position, the
property owner’s group presented a maximum incidence of exqgamous
marriages, especially those involving outsider women. The dlffcre_nm
from other groups was remarkable in the case of marriages between brides
and grooms who were both outsiders to the parish, going up to §.4 percent
(in the period 1800-1849) and 12.8 percent in the following period.

Central Pico’s Model of Spouse Selection

Not surprisingly, in the parishes of S. Caetano, S. Jodo and Santo Amat
which are more distant from a direct connection to Faial Island, P&t
endogamy was more intense. This self-enclosure was not only centred
the parish, but also applied to the place of residence and neighbourh
quarter attachments. In fact, for the inhabitants of Pico, it did not ™

the sense-of-belonging landmark symbols are the S. Caetano Church, located
Quarter, and Santa Margarida Church in Terra do Pdo quarter, both in
parish, as well as the Espirito Santo chapels that were constructed near
rches. In what concerns §. Joiio, both Companhia de Cima and Companhia de
¢ their own Espirito Santo chapels.
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—_—

snce, street or dirt road, which is only possible due to the relative
on of the urban spaces and the connections created between
erty owners that searched viability for the exploitation of their

Table 4. Endogamous and exogamous unions in S. Caetano,
a central/southern parish of Pico Island, Azores, spouse origin
by local quarters and residence criteria (1861), by gender. Percentages

Place of residence* 4 the figures we found for Santo Amaro in 1883, a strong parish
Residence of firstdegree Terra do Pio Prainha §. Caetano y is also evidenced, though not as accentuated as in S. Caetano.
Consanguine kin* quarter quarter parish 78.9 percent of the men living in Santo Amaro — or deceased

of the residing women — were born in the parish. In the case of

Men Women  Men Women  Men Women

this percentage reached 82.5 percent (Table 5).

S, Caetano & 71 6 6 6 6 | Y

Same place e
S. Caetano L r ;

Different place 6 4 4 3 5 5 ., Endogamous and exogamous unions in Santo Amaro,
S. Caetano % 21 29 25 28 2 northern parish of Pico Island, Azores, spouse origin by
s%“‘d“f%dml;'l”‘ i e i i s o3 arters and residence criteria (1883), by gender. Percentages
S. Mateus 3 i 3 6 3 4 _
S. Jodo 1 2 0 2 0 2 Place of residence*
Other parish of Pico 1 1 1 0 2 0 ce of firstdegree Terra Alta Faji Santo Amaro
Other Azorean islands 0 0 1 0 0 0 anguine kin* quarter quarter parish

e : 0 "

g::::::g:&;;anm g 2 é ; 5 7 Men  Women Men  Women Men  Women
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

429 46.3 542 63.9 50.0 56.8
Sources: S. Caetano listing for 1861 and reconstructed population data sets.

Notes: *Residence criteria: for each inventoried individual, married or widowed, the place
of residence of the first degree consanguine individuals (parents or brothers, if residents)
was considered. If the parents, or at least one of them, were still alive, their place of resi-
dence was taken as the individual’s origin.

Terra do Pio and Prainha are different quarters of S. Caetano parish.

10.0 50 0.8 34 42 4.1

Analysing same-place behaviour, and subtracting the cases of unidentified

place, we see that, of the 96 men we know to have been born in Terra do 5.7 0 42 1.7 47 1.0
Pio, only 8 went to Prainha to marry. Of the 118 men we know to have 43 2.5 2.5 2.5 3.2 2.5
100 100 100 100 100 100

been born in Prainha, only 8 sought Terra do Pao for marriage, a smallef
proportion than the first one. Among the 104 women born in Terra do
Piio, 6 married in Prainha. From the 121 born in Prainha, only 9 married
in Terra de Pao.

The difference of attraction between each place does not appear [© b"
very significant. Men from Terra do Pdo who married in Prainha const”
tute about 8 percent of the total, whereas 7 percent of the men from™
Prainha married in Terra do Pdo. Female percentages were respectively
percent and 7 percent. Through our observation, we can also state that
spouse selection in S, Caetano was mostly occurring within the place of

dence criteria: for each inventoried individual, married or widowed, the place
ce of the first degree consanguine individuals (parents or brothers, if residents)
ered, If the parents, or at least one of them, were still alive, their place of resi-

5 taken as the individual's origin. Terra Alta and Faja are different quarters of

: 1o what we expected, the parish of Pico which offered more
1o Santo Amaro’s women was Ribeiras, and not the neighbouring
18§ of Prainha or Piedade. This is the result of the lack, at the time, of
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a connection road surrounding the island, which made contacts easje,
through the woods. The pastures of Santo Amaro were connected g,
Ribeiras, and their maritime communities also shared preferential conneg.
tions. Outsider women mostly came from Piedade. Of the outsider meq
that married in Santo Amaro and resided in the parish by 1883, nine wep,
born in other Azorean islands, mainly S. Jorge and Terceira. In the case of

"1'6. Endogamous and exogamous unions in S. Jofo, a central/
hern parish of Pico Island, Azores, spouse origin by local quarters
residence criteria (1883), by gender. Percentages

Place of residence*

. . Companhia de

outsider women, only two were not born in Pico. Thus in 1883 Sany, e Compn;::m d:a Cima - Yree g; a{-fl:’
Amaro, no one married a person born outside of the archipelago. anguine kin quarter

If we analyse the situation by place, we verify that, in Terra Alta, mar. Men” e R e TR N iy
riage with outsider men was more frequent than in the pre\:rious example, hs e e x 2 5
going up to 24.2 percent against Faja’s 19.3 percent. As in most of the
other parishes, most men marrying Terra Alta’s women came from Ribej- 9 6 ' 7 6 -
ras and other Azorean islands. In the case of women, there was more 8 6 1 9 " .
variation between each place. Terra Alta attracted mostly women from 5 2 5 ‘5; 5 4
Piedade (Ribeirinha was, at the time, part of the Piedade parish) than from : g ; . ? g
any other parish of Pico, and there were no women from uutsiclle the is- B tlands 0 0 3 0 2 4
land. In Faji, most women came from Prainha, but without significant 100 100 100 100 100 100

differences from the parishes mentioned in Table 5.

For those born in Santo Amaro, the results found for local endogamy,
without considering the unidentified individuals, are very interesting. Of
the men born inside the parish and residing in Terra Alta by 1883, or de-
ceased husbands of resident women, 81 percent were born in the place.
The corresponding percentage of native-born among women residents, of
deceased wives of resident men, was 90.2 percent. In Fajd, the percentage
of men is of 98.5 percent, and of women, 95 percent. It appears to pe clear
that both places of the parish of Santo Amaro, Terra Alta and Faj'ﬁ. Wm
communities with few endogamous relationships. We have to verify thals
in any given case, marriages in other places of the parish were in lessef
number than those outside of it. However, men from the smaller plaﬁi
Terra Alta, were more atiracted to Faja than the contrary. We admit thﬂi
the greater attraction for Faja could come as a result not only of its hi
richness in terms of productive soil, but also of the existence of more &=
verse occupational activities. 3

In the case of S. Jodo we still find high levels of geographical local
dogamy, though inferior to those of Santo Amaro and close to those reg=
tered in S. Caetano (Table 6).

Jodio listing for 1883 and reconstructed population data sets.
idence criteria: for each inventoried individual, married or widowed, the place
of the first degree consanguine individuals (parents or brothers, if residents)

lered. If the parents, or at least one of them, were still alive, their place of resi-
taken as the individual's origin.
hia de Cima and Companhia de Baixo are different quarters of S. Jodo parish.

gh, it was in the smaller place, Companhia de Cima, that the
of spouses of both sexes born in the same place was higher: 76
the men and 82 percent of the women with access to marriage
me geographical origin. In the case of Companhia de Baixo,
‘eentages were 71 percent and 76 percent, respectively.

nhia de Baixo showed a larger receptivity towards other par-
the neighbouring parishes, S. Mateus and Lajes, marital relation-
established the most in S. Mateus. Marriages with individuals
T Pico parishes or Azorean islands rarely happened. However,
men born in Terceira, Graciosa and S. Miguel who married
m Companhia de Baixo who had emigrated to Brazil or to the
d who later returned with their families. No individual from Ma-
d or from the continent was identified.
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nd first marriage seriously delayed after 1850, affecting timing and

Age at First Marriage as an Indicator of Well-Being :
hility of access to first marriage, particularly for women (Table 7).

le 7. Mean age at fist marriages, in three western parishes of Pico

In Pico Island, the mean age at first marriage increased during the 19, B o ol oo (1000 8% i

century for both men and women. This was a direct consequence of
depressed economic conjuncture which intensified differential migratory
movements. Furthermore, well-known demographic auto-regulating

; . Men Women
mechanisms were at work (Hajnal 1965), with female reproductive capac. " Age . al
ity being reduced as women began their sexual life late.”

Our study of the age at first marriage focuses on the Western region of 578 28.9 635 25.6
Pico, for which, as explained above, we gathered a considerable set of 405 30.8 473 27.8
data on marriages and individual female and male life courses from 1800 256 1 258 _
to 1899. It was a chance to compute not only ages of marriage partners 207 299 240 373
which were recorded when the marriage ceremony was performed, but to
calculate the exact age of bride and grooms from their local birth registra- ; gg; gg:g i?,rg gf;f)
tion. In this way, in a transversal perspective, we observed, for the 19th B ester: region)
century, all marriages which appeared to be potentially “useful” from a 1,405 278 1,513 24.9
female reproductive capacity point of view. 967 29.7 1,092 274

The western region of Pico Island that was extremely dependent on
viticulture was particularly affected by the oidium plague from 1853 on-
wards. Given this context of economic crisis, emigration toward medium
and long distance destinations intensified, especially for men, and first
marriage for both sexes was delayed while sex ratios became more and
more unbalanced, leaving many females without a possible spouse and
putting their future well-being in danger (Santos 2004).

alena, Criagio Velha and Candeldria data sets
ers marrying for the first time and aged less than 50 years old.

g the three different parishes under study, we notice, in a con-
anced ages at first marriage when compared to other European
the same period (Henry and Houdaille 1979; Flinn 1981), a
ay in Madalena during the early 19th century, whereas women
a delayed their marriage later in time.
2 to a comparative analysis of marriage behaviours observed
different occupational groups, we notice significant variations
an age at marriage that point to a considerable influence of
aspects associated with land property, also verified in other
continental and insular Portuguese territories (Brettell 1986;

Delaying First Marriage in Western Pico
The detailed study of three western parishes of Madalena, Criagdo V
and Candeldria shows clear population depletion, an increased lack &

5  Theoretically, female biological reproductive capacity starts around age 12 and rarelf
lasts after age 49.
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Table 8. Mean age at fist marriages, in three western parishes of Pico
Island, Azores, by gender, by occupational groups and periods
(1800-1899). Percentages and figures

onal Differences in Age at First Marriage

rage ages at first marriage in S. Mateus,’ S. Jodo and Santo Amaro

Periods of Men Women pve : .
——— N Age N Age very high, with time variations of some significance in each
Farmers + Rural workers .
18001849 358 282 363 24.8
18501899 576 29.7 610 276 1
Fii};;ﬁ“m 7 249 79 233 9)\1:1 ean age al fist marriages, in three central parishes of Pico
@ ¢ 2 i ores, b :
1850-1899 130 268 155 257 W y gender, and periods (1800-1899). Percentages and
Craftsmen L
18001849 49 279 62 25.2
Property owners N o omen
18001849 40 28.7 44 24.6 = N Age
18501899 49 392 63 278 779 24 s
i 25.
Sources: Madalena, Criagio Velha and Candeldria data sets. 333 303 627 28.(5)
Notes: Marriages where occupation is known. Partners marrying for the first time and aged 27
less than 50 years old. ) 198 %3% 325 26.1
? . (central/southern region) > 21.5
As a matter of fact, in any of the analysed periods, the wives of fishermen 49 1,046 28.1 1203 oy
always married at the youngest ages, in spite of the advanced age regis- 731 300 879 :
. (central/northern region) 27.9
tered among women who married between 1850 and 1899, and compared 146 8 g
to the mean age of the craftsmen’s wives of the same period. Craftsmen 156 295 ';’g‘z’ gll)

present intermediate and stable figures, for both sexes.

The mean ages at marriage of farmers, rural workers and property
owners were always the highest ones, mainly for men presenting similar
values during the first half of the century. However, after 1850, the mean
age at first marriage for male property owners rose extremely. This phe-
nomenon suggests new constraints regarding the passing on of big prop
erty during their lifetime or through succession, and also difficulties 10

activating homogamous matrimonial alliances with the objectives of i
tral/northern region, where only the male mean age at first

serving or concentrating assets. ] .
We now raise the question of whether rural communities of centr mmd from the first to the second period of the 19th cent
Pico Island experienced similar changes concerning mean age at first mar there in the two last decades of the 19th century and the ;gt

s of the 20th century (Amorim 2005) that the female mean age

riages during the 19th century. _
: % Tespectively, to 24.4 and 23.6 years of age, an unmatched

10 other parishes. In S. Caetano and S. Jodo, the reduction of the

Jodo, S. Mateus/S. Caetano
: " (central/southern i
hern region) data sets. region) and Santo Amaro

s marrying for the first time and aged less than 50
2 ears old.
Was a part of the large S. Mateus parish until 1886.y

g two long periods of half a century, the high mean age at first
0; women r'csulted from. perturbations of the matrimonial mar-
Y Increasing male emigration. This did not happen in Santo

“HHN0 Was a part of the large S. Mateus parish until 1886,
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mean age at first marriage is only more notorious in the first decades of

he other hand, if we compare the evolution of the mean ages by dec-
the 20th century (Amorim 1992).

in the southern and western regions of the island (Figure 3 and Figure
e see that, for all women, age at first marriage was more sensitive to

tural changes and was particularly affected by the agricultural
is that hit the islands from 1853 onwards.

] i first marriage for men in the
Figure 3. Evolution of the mean age at
wistern and southern regions of Pico Is]s_md, Azores (1800—1_899):

35
33
31
29 1
27 -

stern Pico’s Women Condemned to Celibacy

25

23

21 { L_—___m | | another indicator, definitive celibacy between 1860 and 1899, we

:: ' | at, in the western region of Pico, women were more vulnerable to

i { - n - - 2 of economic crisis than in other regions of the Island. However,
g 2 g % 3 8 §!§ @ 2 2 tage of women who did not marry and who spent their life
% S Ll $e g = ;éi ;-éj | a spouse is also very high in the southern region, a consequence

@ = = - - = bl __ 1 :

ance male emigration which finally touched the whole island

. of the 19th century (Table 10).
Figure 4. Evolution of the mean age at first marriage for women in the

western and southern regions of Pico Island, Azores (18001 8993.

.

Definitive celibacy, comparing western and southern regions
Woman and, Azores, by gender (1860-1899), Percentages and figures
35
33 Men Women
L Single  Definitive Single  Definitive
29 Aged  Celibacy DS ocy Golipacy
o B, s, (%) (hotal) ... 56% (%)
23 722 74 10.3 869 206 237
21
21 695 72 104 872 200 29
17 -
16 o = 3 2 2 & 3, Criagdo Velha and Candeldria (western parishes) data sets; §. Jodo,
g z 8 g b & g ‘v's T ‘é etano (central/southern region) data sets,
s 3 8 % 3§ & § & 8 ¢@ 992, 2004, 2006 and Santos 2004,
@ — - - - L w ~

® celibacy is calculated from the proportion of adults aged 50 and over at
: . §. Jo¥

Sources: Madalena, Criagdo Velha and Candeldria (western parishes) data sets

S. Mateus/S. Caetano (central/southern region) data sets.

See Amorim 1992; 2004; 2006 and Santos 2004.
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Family Reproduction facing Pauperization in Southern Pico or employees, and those of urban property owners, some with
amuly Rep

ranks, to whom no activity was connected.

The social reproduction of the family i§ nece‘ssanly c.ombmzlqﬁ\:;ih ;13{‘
riage strategies and biological reproduction, given spcaal con e Tl,-le f:;:
ronmental challenges and individual Fesponses to circumstan ;mi; th.
lowing analysis focuses upon a socially more co:lnplcx cont:i y,h e _

arish of Lajes, southern region of Pico Island, which presented an urban ]';f::;';:“ — -~
p leus and a large rural area with four well-defined quarters. o - from work income Touwl
nucl:utile list of the parish’s residents in Lajes, for 1836, we can clearly essions/activities

ple 11. Male professional property owning and activity, Lajes, southern
of Pico Island, Azores, list of residents, 1836, by households.
centages and figures

. property

distinguish, among householders, property Owners who :mkeddat ll[v':n_g . . . .

exclusively out of the income from their proper‘ty, those who add to their it 5 . 00
k some other income or pay and those who live exclusively off of their 5 ot 3 100

WOk S0 : i who live in some way out of 2 91 7 100

rk or industry, besides those

mechanic wo oo beggars (LiS( of the par- [} 73 27 100

State wages, except militarics, and fixed-place begg 2 87 ¥ 100

ish’s residents in Lajes, 1836). . . 4 48 48 100

ls}jééﬁ?iﬂi:ing thejﬁnal counts in the list of inhabitants, we csumau?d 12 73 15 100

that, out of a total of 822 houscholders (males and females) counted in

, list of residents, , : )
13 percent were not property owners (107 heads households). M;;llm S“:_‘:’fld]::::s ef,gif, bui R?::;hf:,ldl; e

1836"’ 0111_3’ e de a living exclusively out of their property Biveca profcssion and property.
'We ]demlsf;ecilnt(;‘:ﬁu:l?hf:d;g 6 percent of the families), those who Bymen, lawyers and clerks
:;c(;::cta{ their work some other income or salary (662 mdw;dualsl ’;3;;1-
percent) and those who lived exclusively out of _thear work (91 . (;;rS “Tell 3
cent). Besides, 13 state waged clergymen were listed sepa‘;'ate y,n .
10 beggars, these being counted as a part 'of .rhe first an s;cc:ween o
ries. We find interesting results l:'?r l;:lstalbll;shmg a relation be

tion and property owning (Table 11). .
occ;lfp\:fe do notpcoﬁsider clergymen, lawyers and clerks receiving ::fﬁ
the male professional group with limitec:‘- access to prgper:iy ;;aspemem!
fishermen. Those accumulating some Income Fonmt.ute T on
whereas the percentage of farmers or s_r!epherds.m an 1d;ent1caS o
was over 90 percent. In an inferior position rFlatlvely 10 farmel;i el
herds, craftsmen had a closer relationship with p.roperty than e oo
The families who could make a living out of the income fron}th Ceple
erties were predominantly those of farmers, most of them wi

50 exploring the property record of 1883, we ranked male residents
jes, in four levels: two levels of property owners and two of workers.
Operty owners’ group we distinguished the landlords, whose col-
income was of more than 100,000 réis, from those whose collect-

ir surpassed 20,000 réis, but remained under 100,000 réis.
d be considered as well-to-do property owners, who did not
work for someone else. Among the workers, we distinguished
th collectable incomes of between 1,000 and 19,000 réis, with
s oscillating between being comfortably off and rather poor,

M owning their own house and some property, but needing to
‘Someone else in order to make a living for their family. Finally,
“ered those who had less than 1,000 réis of collectable income
't Own a small house and a vegetable garden, but were consid-
¢ Compare the ranks of 1836 with those of 1883, by analysing

¥ OWners (making a living out of their property’s income), com-
7 There is no reference to ambulant beggars
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fortably off individuals (income and.work). and poor lndwu!umal:og:;n?‘
we find the same 12 percent of men in the lower rank, but‘:\‘u Some l,)ﬁ
ferences in the top rank. While, in 1836, 8 pef'cent of fami .m; o y
men made a living from their income (according to the paris 1:,\;1;5q w.h°
made the list), in 1883 we found 5 percem' of male property ogfﬁ;l 1\::ruh
20,000 or more réis. However, this comparison presents s;t:nmle‘j i o ies,
because we did not consider, on the later df'ne, those househo e;s :; by
total lack of property, are not mentioned in th'e property recor l?, lim hu;e
include some single men or widowers that did not ap]:oear1 as't“:a:.c old
heads in the list. On the other hand, the initial rank of the c a‘SS'ldl : ion of
property owners, medium or comfortably off, for those indivi | : stu:nh
more than 20,000 réis might be restrictive. Moreover. we shmi1 nln8 [;;
get the fact that individuals with a c]:ollc:ctable :}?io::knf more than 18
is mi i as belonging to that rank.
Fél;”;iiﬁ:;?;:l;ﬁﬁ@ﬂ in thg; r%:all of 1883, whic_h specified ‘:he
different socio-professional male catcgori_cs. and_ by focium'l:fh ::mi :;::ikla:g
heads of household, we might approach differential farmlyd a;l ours ang
living conditions of farmers/rural workers, fishermen an c_rtail b“‘l(}lllcct.
this document, individuals considered ais frgm owners (with a ¢
i e over 20,000 réis) were excluded.

abliufliﬁ?observation focuses on the evolution, from 1836 Eo 188?;|.1 :fﬁz
percentages of workers from the three chosen groups. While (:Ee e
date, 16 percent of the workers were connected to (?le sea, or:la D sl

date the respective frequency was up 23 percent, an mcreast;t ;; o and

a decrease of farmers/rural workers {frorq 71 percent to 6! pt;:r{:wﬂ.ify .

craftsmen (13 percent to 11 percent). It is important, however, to Ve

what extent this change within different groups was the sa:hn nulm o

change concerning property. In spite of the relatlwle increase of eb 1

of fishermen, the percentage of those in the position of comforta

of householders receiving from 100 to 20,000 réis.
appears that an impoverishment of farmers/rural workers an

to be cautious in our conclusions (Table 12).

i ; hou
8 In the list of 1883, the parish priest classified as property owners some
heads with collectable income below 20,000 réis, but not in every case.

¥ off to

ents, including the large grouP
poor stays the same between the two docum; " ti il
d craftsmef!

i i ise U8
took place, though the delicate nature of this observation would advi

ol
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gble 12. Position of male workers with respect to property, Lajes,
puthern region of Pico Island, Azores, comparing 1836 list of
sidents and 1883 property records, by households. Percentages
| Comfo::(;::y off to Poor Total

1836 1883 1836 1883 1836 1883

pRual B8 7 12 100 100
73 73 27 27 100 100

89 77 11 23 100 100

Lajes, list of residents, 1836, by houscholds: 1883 property records.
ing 1836 list of residents, we identified those who made a living exclusively out

property income, those who added to their work some other income or salary and
0 lived exclusively out of their work

property record of 1883, we ranked male residents in Lajes, in four levels: two
property owners and two of workers (comfortably off to poor and poor).

may, however, conclude that significant oscillations within the par-
social structure were non-existent in the mid 19th century, when

as a clear predominance of workers that, in their vast majority, had
to live in and some land or garden for alimentary support. The
increase of the number of fishermen may require an explanation
Sociological or even biological nature.

enerational Models of Reproduction:
O-differentiation in Southern Pico

a differential analysis of the biological reproduction over three suc-
Y& generations, we have chosen two indicators: the average age al

iage and the reproductive success down to the third generation.
Purpose, we selected fertile couples that started their marital life
1810 and 1829. Thus, we could benefit, in a large number of
,ffﬂm the identification of professions made in the population list
21836, which is not always given in the parish records of that time.
1€ Other hand, these chronological markers allowed us to identify, in



168 Norberta Amorim and Carlota Santgg

the roll of 1883, the social situation of the third generation in adult age
For the same group of couples, we calculated the average age at first mar.
riage, for men and women.

Table 13. Socio-differential intergenerational reproductive patterns,
Lajes, southern region of Pico Island, Azores, fertile couples starting
between 1810 and 1829. Mean age at first marriage by gender and mean
number of children born

Mean age at first marriage Children C;ira.ndchild:cn

] (Mean number (Mean number
Occupational groups Men Women el e
Property owners 28.6 259 6.0 10.6
Shcptwfds 25.9 239 5.9 214
Farmers 27.2 255 4.9 9.8
Fishermen 24.0 23.1 73 13.8
Craftsmen 258 25.0 7.0 134
Whole population of 56 5 250 56 19
Lajes

Sources: Lajes, database, including all couples formed after 1800. .
Nores: This table includes fertile couples who had children and grandchildren locally.

Late marriage was more frequent among male property owners (aged
28.6), followed by farmers (27.2), shepherds and craftsmen (about 26),
and finally, falling far behind, fishermen (aged 24) (Table 13). These ex-
treme results were expected, knowing that fishermen, who start work at @
very young age, would need minimum resources (o start a family accord-
ing to the social demands of the group, whereas property owners wm.l_ld
have to find the conditions to do so, through inheritance, matrimonial
connections or emigration at a young age, in order to maintain or imprové
their birth-given status. The most surprising result is the difference be-
tween the behaviour of shepherds and farmers, who were expected t0 pre-
sent more similarities.

As for women of respective socio-professional groups, there was &
parallel with male behaviour. Wives of fishermen and of shepherqs mar
ried at a younger age (before they turned 24), followed by wives o
craftsmen (23), of farmers (25.5) and those of property owners, whosé
first marriage took place when they were about 26 years of age. The Pl":
dominance of farmers in the community influenced the mean age at ﬁ_f:h
marriage which was estimated for the whole population of Lajes part
during that period: 26.7 for males and 25 for females.

grriage Strategies in Azorean Communities of Pico 169

We also noticed that the average number of descendants for these fer-
e couples of Lajes, southern region of Pico Island, is 5.6 children,
s the average number of their grandchildren born in the same
nity was only twice the number of their children.

sidering the different occupational groups, clear differences can be
rved. The difference of behaviours between shepherds and farmers is
surprising. In fact, shepherds seem to have established themselves
re significantly in terms of progeny, followed by fishermen, craftsmen,
serty owners and, finally, farmers.

Keeping in mind the limited number of observed individuals, we are
to consider, in the case of shepherds, not only the importance of dairy
ducts (milk, cheese and whey) in the daily maintenance of the family
ing, but also the possibility that the clearing of new extensions of
may have contributed, at the time, to the fixation of the family’s
dforce. On the other hand, the obligation of going to the pastures,
hours away from the village, on a daily basis, as well as the need
ing the pastures every year (which demanded a great human effort
ntrated in the summer), may have caused a decrease in the desire for
tion.

second position, fishermen stand out for their great reproductive
in the community. Apparently, marine activities corresponded
with family reproduction, which explains the increase of fishermen
n 1836 and 1883.

y, we found a higher number of grandchildren among property
than among farmers. One could expect the latter to be more prone
ate to the new world, but the fact that passport records do not dis-
sh shepherds from farmers stops us from reaching a definitive con-
. Still, it is possible to analyse whether or not land-working indi-
were more attracted towards emigration than individuals with a
e activity.
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cor a reflection on the social reproduction throughout the 1800s, we
+ed with the data provided by the roll of 1883, relating the situations of
jod with those lived by the respective ancestors identified in the
on listing of 1836. Bearing this in mind, we selected the two most
different groups — fishermen and property owners — in order to
2 the two and to compare them with the other groups.

observation of reproduction and professional homogamy in the
fishermen reveals a frequent articulation with the workers’ and
s’ groups, sometimes with the craftsmen, as if one’s professional
depended not as much on family tradition but on personal tenden-
on the evolution of the work market. However, fishermen living in
leged fishing areas of Ribeira do Meio or Vila passed their pro-
on to their children more often, and married daughters of other
en more frequently (Table 15).

A Gender Approach of Emigration in Southern Pico

Though legal emigration is only known from 1859 onwards, it is possibje
to proceed to the observation of differential behaviours in later periods, g
passport records state the professions of emigrants, who, until the begip.
ning of the 1870s, preferred Brazil and, later, the USA (Table 14).

Table 14. Legal emigration by gender and male occupational groups,
Lajes, southern region of Pico Island, Azores, 5 years periods,
18601899

Male occupational group

;y:grsds Men  Women  Both Farmer [Tisher-  Crafts Property Other
man man owner

18601864 47 20 67 34 2 1 2 8 15. Occupational group of fishermen” parents and parents-in-law
1865-1869 76 35 111 52 5 2 4 13 and male occupational groups, Lajes, southern region of
1670-167% -9 0 169 - W o o p: d, Azores, for mid-19th century couples resident in th ish
18751879 70 30 100 53 4 7 2 B 10, 4 ry P 1 € paris
18801884 87 62 149 62 9 7 7 2

1885-1889 137 75 112 22 1 1 8 5 =

1800-1894 62 76 138 45 3 3 3 8 Fisherman  Shepherd worker Craftsman Other Total
1805-1899 16 49 65 8 2 1 4 1

1860-1899 514 397 911 358 36 28 40 52 % % 2 % % @

- Laj ] g allowi igration, from 1859, 49 4 39 4 4 100

Sources: Lajes, database. Passports records allowing emigrati i O o o : 10

ajes, database; mid-19th century couples.
municipality of Lajes comprises nowadays the parishes of Lajes, S. Joio, Ri-
eta de Nesquim, Piedade and Ribeirinha.

The distribution of men by occupational groups indicates that farmers
represented 70 percent of emigrants, fishermen 7 percent, craftsmen 5
percent, property owners 8 percent and others, where we included sw=
dents, businessmen and individuals without occupation (most of them had
2 or 3 passports to the same destination), made a total of 10 percent (Table
14). ;
By isolating the working population in the total of residents counted “:
1883, we estimated that 65 percent would be farmers, 23 percent ﬁsh;
men and 11 percent craftsmen. Out of the 442 emigrants belonging
these three categaries, 85 percent were farmers, 9 percent fishermen 1 a2
percent craftsmen. Thus, the modest migratory movement of fisherme=
might, at least partially, explain their greater local reproductive success

results presented here indicate that only 49 percent of the fisher-
known ancestors and residents in Lajes by 1883 were children
_ﬁshermnn, 39 percent were children of workers, and the rest were
of shepherds, craftsmen and others, and among the “others” we
Nt two farmers and two individuals of unknown profession (Table

men searched for wives among daughters of fishermen and
39 percent in both cases, then turning to the daughters of shep-
craftsmen. We could not find any farmer’s daughter marrying a
Man. Among the two groups of property owners, we have, however,
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encountered an accentuated difference. Big property owners, m““_Wilh
noble ranks, residing in Lajes, Rua Direita da Vila, were to be distjp_
guished clearly from farmers or shepherds distributed throughout the pg.
<h. N

is As the small number of property owners do not allow for statisticy]
analysis, we shall study their respective behaviours by using two cage
studies, representative of the two levels of property owners defineg
above.’

A Case Study: Small Rural Property Owner

ivi is i in Lajes, in the southern region
A pro owner, living out of his income in Lap:rm in the so
of l:’iciegand. descended of an eight sibling family. H}s w1fe. descgnclled
from a five sibling family. The couple registered four children in Lajes:

ied at the age of 23 a
1. The eldest daughter, born 27th of July, 1.829' married at
son of property owners from neighbouring S. Jodo parish, where they
lived. . .
2. The eldest son, born 11th of September, 1832, might have emigrated.
We don’t have any information since birth.

3. The second son, born 25th of October, 1834, married at the age of 34

the eldest of 6 children of a property owner.'s couple, from tl;z s:;::
place of Silveira. In 1885, his collectable income was 26,7; i
maintaining his position as rural property owner. This couple

. . 0 em
children, but only one of them had children in the parish. Four of th

died during childhood, two emigrated and one of their daughters di
as a single woman at the age of 69. .
4. The secgond daughter, born 24th of August, 1838, married at 30 years

in-
of age with a property owner, 49 years old. In 1885, the _collectallillﬂw‘
come of her husband was of 20,484 réis. They had 7 childre r:l :d ol
viving childhood. Three of them left the parish, a daughter di ]

ble i
9 In the property owners' group we distinguished the landlords, whose collectd el

come was of mare than 100,000 réis, from those whose collectable income SUrP*
20,000 réis, but remained under 100,000 réis.
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ingle woman at the age of 84, and the other three left descendants in
he parish.
ye can observe in this case, from 1836 (o 1883, the situation of usage
Was repeated. Adequate matrimonial alliances, definitive celi-
emigration were the adopted strategies in this family. Because of
ality, only four out of the 15 grandchildren from the first genera-
uple would have access to marriage.
er, the reproduction of the Property owner status wasn’t always
in other cases. The egalitarian property division practised in the
as well as the low death rates, led to an impoverishment, espe-
the exploitation of rocky and distant land only became profitable
he incorporation of great human effort which the family, in its dif-
nt cycles, could or could not undertake.

-« Case Study: An Urban Big Property Owner

lify the category of urban property owners, we selected the ge-
gy of a sargento-mor (sergeant major) from Lajes, married with a
€ Woman from S. Roque (central/northern region).

eldest son of this couple inherited the family properties as a mor-
" and his residence was located in Lajes, Rua Direita by 1836, the
1ace where most urban property owners lived. His collectable income
356,185 réis. He married on 6th November, 1823 an aristocrat
Man, 22 years old, one of the children of a captain from Lajes and
IS spouse, born in the parish of Matriz, city of Horta, Faial Island.
1ere were only four known legitimate children of this marriage:
1 The eldest son,

' born 20th of September, 1824, died during child-
- hood.

', 8ddio is a non-egalitarian inheritance system of transmission
s Usually the older son (morgadoe). It
“Yorazpo.

1o a privileged male
is similar to majorar (fidetcommis) or Spanish
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1.2 The eldest daughter, born in 10th of August, 1825, also died dy;,
ing childhood.

1.3 The second son, born 5th of September, 1834, had an unknowy
destiny.

1.4 The third son, born in 1838, married at the age of 30 a woman of
the same age, a comfortably off property owner’s daughter, By
1885 his collectable income was of 356,185 réis.

1.4.1. We only know of one daughter of the couple, found in the
death records. It is supposed that this daughter, who died g
the age of 17, had been born before her parents’ marriage,

The big property owner also had another child of a single young woman,
born 20th of December, 1812, daughter of a rural worker and a woman
who died giving birth.

1.5. This illegitimate son, born 26th of July, 1837, was identified at

birth by the names of his parents. As an adult, he used his father’s

complete name, as well as his mother’s surname. By 1885 he had

a collectable income of 218,536 réis, which, though lower than his
half-brother’s, still clearly included him in the big property
owner’s group.

Married on 27th of November, 1852, at the age of 15, wilh-u.
woman aged 14, born in S. Jodo, daughter of a captain, he had six

legitimate children:

1.5.1 The eldest daughter, born 3d of December, 1856, married at
the age of 21 a noble man, son of another noble man from.
Piedade parish who had, by 1885, a collectable income of

175,500 réis.

1.5.2. The eldest son, born 13th of December, 1860, died as a il

gle man at the age of 56,

1.5.3. The second son, born 20th of September, 1865, married 3
42 years of age with a noble woman, aged 31, daughter of a8
man having a collectable income of 42,982 réis. Howevel
his maternal grandmother had, at the time, a collectable 1"

jed At

come of 269,173 réis.
1.5.4. The second daughter, born 17th of September, 1869, d
the age of 17.
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1.5.5. The third daughter, born 18th of January, 1876, died at the
age of 5 months.

~ 1.5.6. The third son, born 9th of September, 1878, died at the age

of 17.

~ 1.5.7. An illegitimate son, born 6th of February, 1859, before his

half brother was born, was also a single woman's son. This
woman was daughter of a property owner with 48 801 réis
collectable income, and also living in Lajes, Rua Direita.
By 1883 he was a teacher in Lajes and he had a collectable
income of 33,530 réis. He married at 21 years of age a cap-
tain’s daughter. His mother-in-law had, by 18835, a collect-
able income of 139,541 réis.

cé that both the morgado and his illegitimate son had illegitimate
n when married, and established them as heirs. We shall now fol-

® life course and descendance, in Lajes parish, of the morgado’s

he eldest daughter of the sargento-mor from Lajes, was born in Lajes,

of March, 1792. She married at the age of 15 with a noble man

in Faial Island. The couple registered 3 children in Lajes, leaving
wards.

youngest daughter, born 8th of February, 1800, married at 17

$ of age a captain, son of the major captain from Lajes.” Still a

lent by 1883, she was, as we could see, rated as having a big prop-

owner’s collectable income. The couple had 10 children baptised

Lajes:

1. The eldest daughter, born 9th of June, 1819, married at the age of

29 a noble man from Piedade and left the parish.

The second daughter born 2d of January, 1821, married at the age
0f 22 a noble man from S. Rogque and also left Lajes.

The eldest son, born 30th April, 1824, unknown destiny.

The second son, knight of the order N. Sra. da Conceigdo, of Vila

- Vigosa, married an aristocrat woman from the parish of Castelo

 Was referred previously with a collectable income of 139,541 réis, because her

fer married a cousin, bomn illegitimate on 6th of February, 1859, who was a
T in Lajes and he had in 1883 a collectable income of 33.530 réis.
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Branco, Faial Island. The couple registered 4 children in Lajeg

none having descendants. ‘

The third son, born 25th of July, 1830, had two children vwi[h &

single woman, born 28th of October, 1836. Thej,.r got‘ married af.

terwards, at 42 and 35 years old, recognizing their children. They

had two more children within marriage. By 1885, the householdep

had a collectable income of 72,056 réis. ‘

The third daughter, born 26th of January, 1833, must have died a5

a child, considering that a sister was later baptizec! under the same

name, though there is no record of her death in Lajes. .

The fourth daughter, born 8th of October, 1834, married at age 22

with a noble man from Castelo Branco, Faial Island. She left La-

es.

3.8. ![‘he fifth daughter, born 20th of August, 1837, died after birth.

3.9. The sixth daughter, born 22d of January, 1839, died aged 8. .

3.10. The youngest daughter, born 12th of September, 1843, man:md at
age 23 a property owner, son of a man from Melgago in the
mainland and a woman born in Lajes. They registered 5 children,

35.

3.6.

37

but only one daughter married in Lajes. The collectable income of

the householder was of 42,982 réis, by 1885.

As verified in this last example, social homogamy has been sy stcmancallly.
pursued in the group of big property owners of Lajes, freqllmmly cnlm‘glng
the marital market beyond the island. Known extra-marital connections
occurred mainly with daughters of small property owners, and the result-

ing children were later recognized.

The non-egalitarian inheritance system of morgadio created in ord;::
defend Portuguese landlords interests in a general frame of egali :
inheritance, made it possible to maintain undivided a greal amounhigb*
family property until 1834, when the system was ab9hshcd. 'Ifhc ol
reproductive behaviour of this aristocratic urban family of LE?]CS g
duced, in the following generations, to the division of the family pafs

mony. In a period of monetary depreciation, some descendants of

landlords from Lajes looked for public employment in the urban ﬂ“": .

or outside this area. Others embraced a religious career and a great
ber chose the way of emigration, selling their undwnd.ed property:
cessful emigrants in Brazil or in the USA were the main buyers ©
lands.
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nclusion

e that different regional models of spouse selection were found in
mities on Pico Island. Parishes with a possibility of direct sea con-
with nearby islands were more frequently engaged in marriage
sider individuals, males and females, like in Madalena in relation
e Faial Island or, to a lesser degree, in Santo Amaro in relation to
e Island. In the rural western villages of Candeldria, S. Caetano and
we observed very high levels of endogamy, sometimes influenced,
e case of S. Jodo, by the return of emigrants who married in the
The marriage exchange model of Central Pico, in S. Caetano, S.
Santo Amaro, reveals also a very strong endogamy by place of
ce and a sense of local identity, according to quarters and customs.
western region of Pico Island, the comparison of the percentages
gamous marriages within the different occupational groups has
1 that, throughout the entire 19th century, farmers, rural workers and
n selected their spouses mostly within the parish’s space, whereas
age mobility of craftsmen, and property owners, was always
bly more intense.
at first marriage may perfectly be used as a well-being indicator:
es of the mean age at first marriage, for males and females, pre-
erent models in each community or occupational group. In the
region of Pico Island, in a context of higher male age, the popula-
general, and of both sexes, married late. Property owners always
late, whereas couples whose resources were based on maritime
S stand out for the precocity of their first wedding.
0 the oidium plague devastated vineyards in mid-19th century
1g in 1853) the old economic dependence of the region towards
® pushed young males to emigrate. This clearly disturbed sex
d the normal balance of the marriage market, contributing to a
fal delay of marriage throughout that period and strong difficulties for
& Women (o find suitable marriage partners. Many women had to
* late marriage, and often permanent celibacy, with a risk to their
Vell-being and reproductive capacities. At the same time, illegiti-
ased, as it did in other Azores Islands. Differential emigration
ed the age at first marriage in Pico Island, especially within those
“PMmunities which were particularly far from the outside world.
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In Lajes, in the southern region of Pico, we have carric_d out a detaileg
intergenerational analysis of the social and biological fa.mlly reproductio,
system over three generations. Considering the various occupationg
groups, we observed that fishermen used to engage In marrage at an eary
age, that their children (sons and daughters) man:led within t'he'g.;ame
group and that their grandchildren were preferentially kept within the
community, creating a demographic growth throughout the 19th century,

Rural workers stand out as the largest group of the population, They
were strongly subject to emigration, and they improved their social statyg
by successfully returning home. Small property owners developf:d strate-
gies for social reproduction at the same level, through late marriages, fe-
male celibacy and through sometimes unsuccessful migratory experiences,
Social balance, in an egalitarian inheritance system, would become pre-
carious if one of these preventive family strategies in spouse selection
stopped being followed or lost its effectiveness.

Big urban property owners, a minority within the property owners' mi-
nority itself, chose homogamous unions of local character or searct_:ed
outside the island for prestigious alliances lacking inside the community.
The low incidence of matrimonial alliances with small local property
owners must be considered, to a large extent, as connected with the exis-
tence of illegitimate children.
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