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large amounts ol lleavy metals are released into environment by tlW tecllnofogical activities of humans. The impact ol these miltals in aquatic systems and ~ir 
accretkm throughout the food chain can cause a serious threat to animals and humans. 
Certain heavy metals, such as copper, nickel and zinc am essential trace elements for normal growth and metabolism of microorganisms: however, these millals 
becqma toxic when lntrace!Jular concentrations rlse above physiologically required levels. Other metals, such as lead, cadmium and mercury, are non !1$$$1\tlal for 
bic1ogical !unctions, and some of them, such as cadmium and mercury, are strong Inhibitors or micmbial metabolism, even at low roncentratloo. Uttk! 1h!ormatlon s 
avaifable about lead !rnctcily to yeast cells. 
In t!W worn, the temporal order ot changes df yeast ceH metabolic function and $1rueture during ttw !(){IS o! cen proliferation induced by teed will be presented and 
discussed. 
The resu!tsobta1ned 'N!lh this wcrk contribute fof the understanding and elucidation of ttw rnecllanism of laad toxictty in Sacct!aromyces cerev!Sfae. 


